A recent number of Spiritual-Issues (No. 
12) mentioned the appointment of a promi- 
ent “German Christian,’”’ Hugo Roenck, as 
Bishop of Thuringia. Fuller news about him 
has reached us from.an article in a German 
journal. 


One or two interesting patita come out. Itis 
clear, for instance, from Roenck’s words that 
up to the present the “positive” relationship 
between Christianity and the new order has 
not yet been successfully achieved. This fail- 
ure is all the more striking when it is remem- 
bered that the German Christian party has 
had behind it the support of the powerful 
Nazi machine for the last ten years. A sec- 
id point which is brought out is that Roenck 
id his-associates still intend to break up the 
onfessional Church by force, if they have 
the opportunity. 


The article runs as follows :— 


- “In place of Provincial Church Councillor 
and Bishop of the Thuringian Church Leut- 
Se nser, who was killed in the east, Hugo 
oenck has been appointed as head of the 
rovincial Church Council of the Evangeli- 
Church in Thuringia. Roenck is only 35 
s of age, but is already well known in 
rch circles through his work as Provincial 
th Pastor and, above all, through his 
‘One Reich—One God.’ 


Wandervogel’ movement, and since 1922 
has been active in the Nationalist youth 


In his early youth Roenck belonged to 
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time as a local leader. In Gottingen. he was 
head of the university group of the Nazi 
Student Union, since 1928 and _ district 
speaker in Niedersachsen. He was one of 
the founders of the SS-Sturm in G6ttingen 
in 1929 and was.a member of the Fiihrer’s 
bodyguard at the Party Day. In 1934 he 
completed his studies and was shortly after 
appointed as provincial youth pastor and in 
1937 as Church Councillor in the Thuringian 
Church. 


“He joined the Armed Forces as a volun- 
teer in 1935, and has been an officer since 


. 1940. In the campaign in the west he was 


the first member of the Panzer Korps 
Schmidt to receive the Iron Cross II. After 
serving for some time as liaison officer be- 
tween the school, the Hitler Youth and the 
Party, he took part in-1941 in the eastern | 
campaign as company commander in a 
motorised grenadier regiment. He fell ill 
with typhus and spent months in hospital. 
His last appointment was that of company 
commander of a. convalescent company. 
Roenck wears the golden Party badge, the 
Thuringian District Eagle in silver, the sil- 
ver badge of the Nazi Student Union, the 
SA military badge in silver, the Reich sport 
badge, and is entitled to wear all the impor- 
tant commemorative badges of the Party. 


“In his address on the occasion of his 
introduction into his new office Bishop 
Roenck said that he would look upon his 
office as a revolutionary task—revolutionary 
in the truest sense of the word. It was not 
merely a question of outward measures. The 
experiment of 1933, when in the name of the 
German Christians certain circles had given 
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the old Confessional Church an outw. 


coating of brown paint- without in any way __ 


changing its inward character, was once and 


for all a thing of the past. Now it was a 
question of neither more nor less than to 
prove that it was really possible to establish 
a positive relationship between Christianity 
and the new manifestation of the Reich. 


“People must be made to understand that 
the German religious movement of the 20th 
century had its source in Adolf Hitler. The 
path of faith trodden by the Fiihrer’s fol- 


lowers during the time of the struggle must 


be understood in relation to the living faith 
of their forebears. Their faith was therefore 
an attempt to interpret the spiritual happen- 
ings of our age from a sense of piety, not 
mere religious trimmings. He (Roenck) be- 
lieved that it was possible to establish a posi- 
tive relationship between the two. 


“This might mean that old forms might 
have to be discarded. It was even necessary 
that a certain Confessional world which had 
led to such a tragic split within the nation 
should be destroyed. .But at heart only the 
one God could be at the back of both the 
revolution of the faithful under Adolf Hit- 
ler’s flag and of their quiet remembrance of 
former ages. The command of the hour was 


_the same as it always had been: to call for . 
obedience to His command. This means that 
. the soul of our people was once more being 


made receptive to the real core of the belief 
in God the Father, as well as to the comple- 
tion of the German revolution in the ‘Telig- 
ious sphere, that is, to the unity of faith of 
all Germans. Jt was as yet impossible to say 
what changes would still have to be made in 
the outward forms of the old Church. The 
goal remained unchangeable: God and Ger- 
many! This goal would in future exclusively 
determine all outward measures taken by the 
Provincial Church of Thuringia. It contained 
within itself a sacred conception which was 
anchored in this Church: Freedom of con- 
science! This freedom was to be guaranteed 
to every genuine seeker after God in the 
country of Martin Luther and of Master 
Eckhart. 

“Tn conclusion Roenck read the text of 


telegrams in which he had informed the 
Fiihrer, Sauckel, Rosenberg and Himmler 


that he had taken over his office and in 


which, once more professing his National- 
Socialist belief, he expressed his absolute 
determination to promote the trusting co- 
operation of State, Party and Church.” 


“The Germans have Withireed the demand 
to censor Danish sermons, according to the 


- Swedish paper Dagens N: yheter. (Nov. 22nd). 


Some time ago, the report explains, Bishop 
Malmstrom, during a religious service, which 
was broadcast, prayed for “God’s chosen 
people.” The Germans then demanded that 
all sermons be censored. 


Bishop Fuglesang-Damgaard, the Danish 
Primate, sent a letter through the Foreign 
Office to the German authorities saying that 
‘Sf sermons were to be censored, no religious 
service would be broadcast, and this would 
be announced from all the pulpits. The re- 
sult would be a church conflict.” A week 
later the Bishop received an apology. The 
Germans added that the demand must have 
been due to a misunderstanding arising from 
an incorrect translation. 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC VIEW OF THE 
CECUMENICAL MOVEMENT 


The International Christian Press and 
Information Service in October published an 
interesting account of an article by a Roman 
Catholic writer on the subject of the 
C£cumenical Movement. It shows how, under 
the stress of the challenge of a new pagan- 
ism, understanding between Protestants and 
Roman Catholics on the Continent is increas- 
ing. The policy of co-operation sketched in 
the article compares closely with that worked 
out in Britain by the “Sword of the Spirit” 
Movement and the movement known as 
“Religion and Life.” 


“In the Apologetische Blitter issued by the 
Swiss Roman Catholic Popular Association 
(October 15th, 1948), a well-known priest 
discusses the cecumenical movement at 
length. He comments upon the annual re- 
port of Dr. W. A. Visser’t Hooft 'on the work 


-of the World Council of Churches, quoting 


some of its most important observations con- 
cerning the constant extension of the 
cecumenical work of the Church, study, serv- 
ice to prisoners of war, work for refugees, 
press service, and its theological basis in 
knowledge of Biblical truth and uncompro- 
mising loyalty to Jesus Christ. 


“*We rejoice,’ says the Roman Catholic 
author, ‘at every growth in faith in Christ; 
we welcome with special warmth all efforts. 
striving for a renewal of the Christian faith 
and Christian life in individuals and com-- 
munities! We do that simply for this reason, 
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m we have never denied the honourable 
ame of Christians. We are justified in tak- 
ng up this attitude of ours, and driven to 
_take it, not only by our own conscience, but 
also in view of the highest ecclesiastical 
authority. In the great encyclicals, which 
deal specially but also quite generally with 
the fight of Christianity against the disinte- 
grating powers of neo-paganism, all who are 
on Christ’s side are called to play their part, 
including faithful Protestants as well as all 
Bo to whom inviolable values of life are 

oly.’ . 


“The attitude of the Roman Catholic 
Church to the World Council of Churches is 
then described as follows, with an express 
ee of its. Christocentric confession of 

aith: 


“ “Hitherto 80 Churches in 28 countries 
have joined the World Council, and it is not 
daring to promise this movement a still 
greater future. The Catholic Church is not 
in it, a fact which does not proceed from 
lack of goodwill on either side, but from the 
nature of the case. We can be at one in 
this, that the fact of separation within the 
great congregation of those who believe in 
Christ is tragic. One may cherish at heart 
the wish that this tragedy may one day 
be overcome; and undoubtedly countless 
Christians pray for this, to whatever par- 
ticular community they may kelong. Far- 
seeing and devout people on both sides know, 
however, very well that the great unity can- 
not simply be re-established artificially, so to 
“say by patchwork. All kinds of conferences 
on these matters have in recent times 
achieved hardly anything more than the pub- 
ic religious discussions of former centuries. 
On the other hand, all Christians must come 
closer in proportion as they come closer to 
Christ. For there is only one Christ; and 
uther, Zwingli, and Calvin themselves 
never thought there could be several 
Churches of Christ, and sought to do nothing 
ut renew the one great Christian cecumeni- 
eal Church. The whole conception of the pos- 
‘sibility of several Churches of Christ belongs 
to a rationalistic age and will one day be 
Overcome with it. 


- “So long, however, as the present state 
ff separation cannot practically be done 
way with, one will ask whether co-operation 
n the sphere of practical tasks is not possible 
on the basis of inward agreements on so 
many essential points in the Christian faith. 


fe Christ, to ci about. Has it not already happened in many 


We believe that it is, and we seek to bring it 7 


lands, that among the representatives of 
Christianity who have condemned acts of a 
belligerent contrary to international law, the . 
names of Catholic bishops have stood to- 
gether with those of representatives of 
Protestant, Calvinistic, or Episcopal 
Churches separated from Rome? How often 
can Catholics and Christians organised 
otherwise join hands, for instance, in serving 
war prison camps! How constantly they 
meet one another in the great field of charit- 
able work! To foster co-operation where it 
is possible, and to long and pray for it where 
it is still impossible would certainly be a good 
way towards reunion, which may God’s 
Providence bring about according to its 
plans.’ ” 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE NEW 
CHINA 


Readers will be interested to see this ex- q 
tract from a recent Overseas Newsletter of 
the National Christian Council of China. It 
throws vivid light on the current interests 
ang problems of the Christian Church in 

hina. 


“Delegates from two earlier conferences 
helped to form the'147 delegates to the meet- * 
ings of the National Christian Council, which 
were then held in the Y.M.C.A., Chungking, 
from May 22nd to 27th. Originally it had 
been hoped to hold a full national conference. 

This was then cancelled because of the pro- 
hibitive cost of travel if delegates were in- 
vited from distant parts of China. It was 
decided to hold instead an enlarged meeting 

of the Executive, and delegates were invited 4 
who would be in the locality, but who could 
represent other parts of China to which they 
belonged. In effect the delegates represented 

15 different provinces and 15 different Pro- 
testant Church bodies. 


“The conference was entertained to tea by 
the Generalissimo, who said that the Chris- 
tian movement had a great contribution to 
make to China, especially in the field of med- 
ical and social service. Speaking of the work | 
of missionaries, he said, ‘We still need and 
welcome Christians from other lands who 
will serve the people. Do not feel that you — 
are guests. You are comrades working with 
us to serve and save our people and'to build a 
new nation.’ (The Generalissimo’s message _ 
was recorded in Spiritual Issues, No. 187.— 
Ep.) The conference was also entertained by 
Marshal Feng and Dr. H. H. Kung, the Min- 


were reaffirmed. 


ister of Social ee ahd Dr. P. Z. ‘King. 
Dr. King welcomed again the contribution 
‘which the Christian hospitals and medical 
schools could make to the Government plans . 


for public health. In the opening service 


Bishop T. K. Shen said that Christianity was’ 


essentially the religion of the common people. 


“The general theme of the conference was 
Christianity and the New China. Consider- 
able time was reserved for group discussion ; 


and these groups prepared resolutions, which. 


were presented before the whole gathering. 
A summary of the more important resolu- 
tions will show the themes with which the 
Chinese Church is occupied at this time. The 
first resolution on the Life and Work of the 
Church was: ‘We rejoice in the abrogation of 
the Unequal. Treaties, an event which is 


the fulfilment of the hopes and prayers 


of the Christian Church as well as of the 


_. Chinese Government.’ Approval. was voted 


for churches registering with the Govern- 
ment, provided religious liberty is not com- 
promised; and a request made that. church 
property used exclusively for religious work 
should be exempt from taxation. Resolutions 
were passed on the raising of the educational 
standard of the ministry and on the recruit- 
ing of Christian leadership through the Stud- 
ent Self-Dedication Movement. The various 
denominations were asked to appoint repre- 


sentatives on to a standing committee to . 


study church reunion. It was proposed that 
immediately after the war there should be an 
exchange of fraternal delegates with the 
other churches of the East. 


“Various resolutions recognised and en- 
couraged the delegation of contro] over per- 
sonnel and funds, which is taking place, from 
the missions to the organic life of the 
Church. It was proposed that after the war 
there should be established a Far East centre 
for the International Missionary Council and 
the World Council of Churches. 


“Measures were proposed to ensure that 
the important contacts between the Christian 
movement and State universities which have 
been built up in isolated university centres 
during the war should be continued and con- 
solidated when these universities return to 
their original homes. A special committee 
was proposed to consider the post-war Chris- 
tian educational programme. 


“The resolutions of the Medical Council 
In considering hospital 
finance, it was urged that full place should 
be maintained for the charitable service of 


medical need in the name of Christ; and 
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~ Social Servid | 
work for wounded soldiers, for health work 


Seed Paste ee for 


amongst conscripts, and for the families of 
men at the front. It was proposed that in 
every church there should be a Committee 
on Social Affairs, which should study social 
and economic problems, undertake social wel- 
fare work, and study and make known the 
correct Christian attitude toward present 
economic problems. The Christian publish- 
ing agencies in Free China, the Christian 
Literature Society, the Association Press and 
the Canadian Press, reported their merger 
as the United Christian Publishers, and 
asked that the National Christian Council 


~ should secure a full-time secretary for the 


Literature Commission, who would collab- 
orate with existing literature agencies. ~ 


“At the closing session a manifesto was 
passed, declaring ‘our resolute belief that the 
Power which controls this world and guides 
the path of history is not brute force or 
human ambition, but is the eternal righteous- - 


ness of God and His merciful will.’ We know 


that the greatest cause of the ruthless war in 
which we all suffer is the present social and 
international order, which is so opposed to 
the teachings of Jesus Christ, Who stands for 
liberty and equality for all. If this system 
is not fundamentally changed there will be 
social unrest and international chaos. At 
this time the Christian religion must take 


an impartial view of the social and world 


order, applying the teachings of Jesus cour- 
ageously, distinguishing between what is 
right and wrong. The Christian contribution 
to China should be along the line of holding 
to a prophetic spirit, and helping post-war 
China to be on a truly democratic basis. We 
believe that Christian teachings harmonise 
with Chinese culture and thought. Chinese 
culture emphasises respect for humanity, 
appreciation of life, integrity and world 
brotherhood. These are in harmony with the 
Christian spirit of love, equality and liberty. 
The fundamental elements in the Three Prin- 
ciples of the People have taken the hest of 
Chinese culture and harmonised it with 
Christian principles. As we think of the 
life and teachings of the Master, revealing 
eternal truth, we steadfastly believe that 
Christianity has a unique place and contri- 
bution to make to the building of the New 
China. This is a summary, not a fal or 
official translation.” - 


